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Oldest federal loan program, 
Perkins Loan, discontinued 


Lynchey Haysiett 

Managing Editor 

The Perkins Loan, a federal 
aid program that provides 
financial assistance to 
nearly half a million college 
students, expired on Sept. ^0 
after the U.b. Senate blocked 
legislation to extend it. 

According to 77 Washington 
Post objection to tbc program 
was endorsed by Sen, Lamar 
Alexander (R-Tcnn.), chair of 
tbc Senate Health, Education, 
Labor and Pensions committee. 
Alexander called the program 
'outdated and unnecessary," 
Founded in 1958, Perkins is 
tbc oldest federal loan program 
in tine United States, providing 
low interest rates to help 
undergraduate and graduate 
students with ’exceptional 
financial need,' The loans 
have no fees and offer a longer 
repayment start date of nine 
months after graduation when 
compared with other federal 
loans that start at six months 
after graduation, 

About 1,500 colleges, 
including LTTM, arc active 
in the Perkins Loan program, 
According to USA Today, for 
the 2013-14 school year, tbc 
rogram lent more than £1,2 
illion to 539,000 students. 
Universities arc now not 
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allowed to authorize new 
Perkins loans. However, 
students who are currently 
enrolled who received a loan 
before June 30 will still be 
able to take out another for 
up to five years, 

Alexander wants to limit 
federal college aid to one 
grant - the Pell grant - and 
one loan program. 

"Reauthorizing the Perkins 
loan will cost 35 billion over 
10 yearsAlexander said. 

All is not yet lost. Anthony 
Richey, senior director of 
financial aid at Auburn, said his 
school along with many others 
is hoping that the program 
still could be renewed. 

"There's still a possibility 
that Congress could bring 
it back during the re- 
authorization of federal aid 
or they could try to bring it 
back w F hcn they create tbc 
new' budget," Richey said. 
"However, things arc kind of 
grim as far as whether that 
will happen or not." 



Loan default rate prompts financial literacy plans 


Chance Farmer 

Co-E veer/toe Editor 

UTM graduates may be 
getting better about paving back 
their student loans, but a high 
percentage of current students 
arc carrying a heavy debt load. 

Amy Mistric, assistant 
director of Financial Aid and 
Scholarships, said the current 
UTM loan repayment default 
rate stands at 10,6 percent, 
compared to a national average 
of ILS percent, according to 
the fiscal year 2012 three-year 
figures, which were published 
this year. 


Mistric said that the default 
rate has decreased since the 
2011 report, published in 20l-h 
which showed a 13.1 percent 
for UTM and a 13.7 percent 
default rate natio nally, 

Mistric also said that the 
reason why the UTM default 
rate decreased more than the 
national average was that UTM 
works with E.d Financial to get 
student loans rtbabbed and 
repayments back on track. 

According to the UTM 
Factbook, 63 percent of all 
current students carry student 
loan debt, The average amount 
of debt per undergraduate 


student is currently £26,060. 

A look at all public universities 
within the state indicates that 
UTM has the highest percentage 
of students with loan debt in 
the UT system, according to 
the Institute tor College Access 
and Success (tLcas.org/posd/ 1 
map-statc-data-2015#). U TK 
has the lowest student debt load 
of all public universities in the 
state with 51 percent, while 
Tennessee State University has 
the highest percentage with 86 
percent. 

Mistric said that she has two 
goals: to continue to decrease 
the UTM default rate and to 


increase financial awareness. 
She said that plans under way 
to host financial literacy events 
on campus, such as tables set up 
at events, teaming with TSAC 
and maybe with local banks 
and other financial institutions, 
more exit counseling, and a 
desire to educate students on 
how to handle checking and 
savings accounts, budgeting, 
understanding credit scores, 
auto loans and mortgages, 

“Wc want to provide more 
education and ensure that 
students arc aware ol what 
they're doing when they take 
out student loans," Mistric said. 
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Editors not tv The Pater 
plans to continue covering 
topics reiated to student debt 
throughout the academic year. 
If you have a debt story to 
share, please email us at 
fbepacer@uL aim. edit, 
or call 731-8S1-77SQ. 
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Lessen the student ‘debt’ sentence 




Wc luc under the same burden 
as ninny college students urc 
when it comes to student debt. 
Some students think it is the 
end of the world if scholarships 
fall through, bank accounts run 
empty or they have to fill out a 
loan application, Though social 
media pokes fun at students and 
debt, most of them arc not really 
far from the truth. 

Student debt is a serious 
■roblcrn that often cripples 
right students from continuing 
their education. After annual 
tuition raises, its the make 
or break factor on whether 
students can attend college or 
not. Students dread this ongoing 
"debt’’ sentence, but arc there 
ways to combat this epidemic or 
at least lessen the blow? 

Taking out loans is not the 
end of the world. Most students 
don’t realize that under some 
bans, there is no interest rate 


given after graduation. Also, 
theme arc forgiveness programs. 
That's right. Some programs 
such as the Obama Student 
Loan Forgiveness program 
and the U.S, Department of 
Education can forgive certain 
students (under qualification) 
of their college debts. It doesn't 
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hurt to also apply tor additional 
scholarships and grants online. 
There are literally scholarships 
for anything, so jump on the 
wagon as soon as possible. 

Start a savings account. Start 
budgeting and saving. Keep 
an eye on your bank account. 
Paying as you go through 


school or putting money in a 
savings account will lessen the 
debt built up over your college 
career. It will give some reliel 
when searching and applying 
for your "big boy ' jobs. Control 
your spending and only spend 
money on the necessities, with 
maybe occasional splurges. 

Lastly. try to do well in class. 
Get your ducks in a row and 
try to bring up your GPA so 
that you may qualify for more 
scholarships like the Tennessee 
Lottery Scholarship. Grades 
can make a major difference 
financially and could determine 
your future with student debt. 
Be sure to study, continue 
or start trying to make good 
grades, and he productive in 
your classes. 

Don't let the thought of 
student debt completely 
scare you, even if it may be 
inevitable. 


COLUMNS 


Buried alive by 


FAFSA and scholarships 
misunderstanding 
income situations? 


student 

Shelby Whrii_ 

Goesf Writer 

"Go to college," they said, "It 
will be so much fun," they said. 
Well, "they" didn't tell us how 
expensive college would be, or 
bow we could pay tor it as IS 
year old "fresh me at." 

For a 2014 graduate the 
average amount in student loan 
debt is £33,000 per student. 
As of rit dit now, the total U.S, 
student debt is 31.2 trillion. If 
you were to break that down, 
the average student accrues 
S3,000 or debt per second. 
That's alarming, right? 

The big question is, ''Why?" 
Why us? Why didn’t this happen 
to graduates before us? The 
answers are simple. We just so 
happen to be the unlucky group 
of kids who enrolled in school 
during our nation’s recession. So, 
many of us can say it's simply 
not our fault. Jobs were scarce, 
family fortunes crumbled, and 
they still told us, "Go to college 
or you won't be able to get a job 
to support yourself" 

Here we are, 20IS and up 
to our eyeballs in debt, If we 
breathe, and think thoroughly, 
it will actually be okay. There 
arc many tips to help recent 
graduates out of this crippling 
debt. By speaking with recent 
graduates, financial advisers and 
checking out blogs online, I’ve 
compiled a short list of how to 
get out from under this rock. 

First, do not reward yourself 
with a brand new car. It is 
awesome that you made it to 
graduation, and it's even more 
awesome that the dealership 
was willing to give a great deal 
on this car that makes yours 


loans 

look like a rat trap. Don't do it. 
You're adding on to your already 
significant debt. The excuse 
that you need a dependable 
ride to and from wherever is 
unsubstantial. You can get to 
point E from point A in an older 
model that's still in good shape. 

Second, don't stop looking for 
the right job. Not the first job 
that has benefits, or the first job 
that pays okay. If need he, take 
one of those to get yourself on 
the right track, but do not stop 
looking for your dream job. 
Settling should not be in your 
vocabulary. 

The next tip is one that a 
financial speaker gave, to me 
a few weeks ago, and l find it 
rather hard, but it works for 
other people. Il your student 
loan payment is 3200, pay 3300 
or S400. That's super hard lor 
me to even think about, This 
step can tic in to not sc thing. 
You'll be able to make those 
payments with the right job. 

Now the last one is rough for 
me at times because 1 like to 
cat good food and shop at nice 
places. Truth be told, that’s not 
always necessary. So lastly, don’t 
live out oi your means. In other 
words, stop spending money 
you don't have. Tie majority 
of us are guilty of it. Refrain 
from this and you might have 
extra money for the loans that 
were seemingly needed for your 
diploma. 

There arc many ways out of 
student loan debt, but these arc 
just a few that we all can hike 
in to- consideration. If you're 
feeling buried alive, don't freak 
out. You're not alone and you 
can get through this. To those of 
you who are debt free, we salute 
you. 


Ashton Priest 

Viewpoint Editor 

With November already 
here, college students are 
halfheartedly anticipating 
January 1, a.k.a the dav 
FAFSA applications can be 
completed. 

Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) is a program 
of the U.S. Department 
of Education that is 
the largest provider of 
student imancial aid in the 
United States. All college 
students, future or current, 
are encouraged to fill out 
the application starting 
January 1 of each year and 
will be eligible for a number 
of grants depending 
on income and other 
application sections. Does 
the application, however, 
really take into effect the 
financial situations of every 
student? Could wc also 
question whether certain 
sc bol arships may not take 
all financial situations into 
account as well? 

For example, my parents 
make enough for a middle- 
class household, so FAFSA 
thought that since they 
bad good income, wc were 
financially stable. What 
the program didn't realize 
is that all of that income 
is not going towards my 
education in particular, but 
to bills and other expenses. 

Also, it didn't consider 
that I have two other 
siblings: my sister, now a 
freshman in college, and 
my brother, who will be a 
freshman in high school 


next year. Basically, two 
siblings are in college 
at the same time, only a 
year apart, thus increasing 
expense of tuition and 
other education costs. 
Again, the income can't 
be just going towards my 
future, but to my siblings' 
as well. 

In high school, wc had 
great opportunities to 
receive scholarships from 
universities and clubs such 
as the Kiwanis and Rotary 
scholarships. There were 
reasons that I didn't receive 
most of these scholarships: 
they didn't pertain to my 
major, I didn't have a high 
enough ACT composite 
score, I didn't play sports 
and my parents "made too 
much" based on household 
income. It killed my heart 
when my mother realized 
we would be taking out 
loans sooner than she 
expected, even with my 
sister starting college, 
because scholarship 

programs thought wc were 
swimming in gold. 

Yes, these financial aid 
programs and scholarship 
programs do help those 
who need a lift to be able 
to receive the education 
that everyone deserves. 
However, these programs 
need to realize that just 
because some students 
aren't necessarily poverty 
level doesn't mean we don't 
need help cither.They need 
to recognize the students of 
the disappearing middle- 
class. 
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A debt sentence becoming 
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a death sentence 


Chance Farmer 

Co-E xecutive Editor 

Year after year, we are told as 
students to takeout loans only when 
absolutely necessary. We arc told 
to tike out only what we need and 
use it only for educational purposes. 
However, the reality is that quite 
a large number ot us use dtis loan 
money for Living expenses, whether 
it be for rent, groceries, bills or ever 
to help tlx family out back at home, 

It can be extremely depressing to 


be. so far in debt when you're, doing 
your best just to survive. When 
you arc constantly told to take out 
onlv what you need, how do you 
determine how much is enough? 
Even with a job, kill or part-time, 
the bottom line is that college is 
expensive. Life is expensive. It's easier 
to just accept die hill amount of the 
loan and save what you don't use just 
in case life happens and Murphy's 
Law (Whatever can happen WILL 
happen) comes into full effect. 

its also believed that your family 
is. expected to help pay for yxir 


education, but, speaking from 
personal experience, sometimes 
that's not an option. Parents cannot 
always afford to help pay for their 
childrens education, especially with 
a low-income job in an area with 
a desolate economy! Yet, somehow, 
it is still believed by the federal 
government that they should still 
contribute because tKcy cam an 
x amount in a yeai. Put, again, it 
doesn't tike into consideration that 
life happens. 

So what can vve do? How ran we 
minimise our debt sentence while 


sdll taking out tliese student loans' 
Like I said before, it's easier just to 
accept die tidl amount of the loans 
you arc eligible to receive. If you don't 
think it's absolutely necessary, try to 
gauge how much money you’re 
going to need per semester. Accept 
enough to cover some of your living 
expenses and maybe enough tor 
if an emergency happens. Keep a 
steady budget and watch your funds 
carefully At the end of the semester, 
put what you didn't spend into a 
savings account. 

You can also start paying your 


loans back. You don't have to wait 
until six months after vou graduate. 
Do what you can while you are still 
in school. After all, the quicker you 
start paying back those loans, the less 
in terest you re going to have to pay. 

You shouldn't feel bad tor 1'Laving 
to take out student loans just to live 
on. Life happens, ajtd you re going to 
have to hate something to rail back 
on just in case, But it is smart to have 
a plan, so plan ahead as much as you 
can, That way your debt sentence 
docs not feci like a death sentence. 



Majoring in stress, 
minoringin anxiety 


Alexandra Barra s 

Guest Writer 

College students experience 
a lot or stress as they try to 
balance academic, personal, 
and social pressures. 
Increasing numbers of college 
students report feeling 
overwhelmed. 

First year students are 
living away from their 
family lor the first time, 
while upperclassmen face 
the pressures of academic 
performance, career choices, 
and job searches. The 
demands of Eearni ng new, 
often complex material under 
time pressures imposed by the 
demands ot a fuli course load 
and part-time jobs can result 
in considerable stress. 

Stress has been shown to 
be a major component of 
poor academic performance. 
While some degree of stress 
may c n hanc e perfo rmanc c, 
too much stress can adversely 
affect your health. High levels 
of stress on college campuses 
h avc been I i n ked to depre s s io n, 
anxiety, sleep disturbances, 
and hopelessness. 

The Associated Press 
conducted a survey in 2008 
of over 2,000 college students 
at random colleges through 
the United States, wi th B5 
percent students reporting 
they felt stressed on a daily 
basis, 34 percent reported 
feeling depressed in the 
past three months, and nine 

ereent oi students reported 

aving thoughts of suicide 


in the past year. In 2012, 
The National S urvey of 
College Counseling reported 
that there were 106 college 
suicides on 293 campuses. 
Worries about a career or 
job, changing majors, social 
concerns, academic demands, 
lack of sleep, and financial 
concerns topped the list. 

We all have stress, but 
when docs stress become a 
problem: Do you frequently 
feel anxious or depressed? 
Do you experience frequent 
headaches, have trouble 
sleeping, feel tired all the 
time, or have trouble focusing 
or remembering tilings? Then 
stress may be a problem for 
you. 

There arc several simple 
solutions to reduce stress level. 
Research shows that getting 
regular exercise, practicing 
meditation or relaxation 
techniques, participating in 
a yoga or tai chi class, and 
listening to music can all 
protect against the harmful 
effects of stress, Consider 
joining a group fitness or 
yoga class at the Student 
Recreation Center. 

Don't overlook the 
emotional resources such 
as your family and friends. 
Joining an organization on 
campus can help provide 
a valuable support system. 
If you arc struggling with 
depression or anxiety, seek 
out the help of a professional 
at the Student Health and 
Counseling Services by 
calling (731) 881-7750. 


Developing good study habits 


Brittney Burns ss 

G u esf Writer 

Everyone is celebrating the fact 
that midterms arc over. That means 
you ran slack off the rest of the 
semester, right? Not exactly: 

It is important to stay on top of 
your studies. Let's be honest here, 
] believe we are all guilty of not 
putting as much effort into school 
as we should. We have ail waited 
last minute to start studying for that 
big test, start a project that you have 
known about tor weeks or write dint 
dreaded term paper 

I hue definitely been guilty of 
seeing I hue an A in a relatively 


"easy" class Lit midterms ruid dunk I 
can coast through die last bah ol d>c 
semester. As a graduating senior, I 
can tell you from personal experience 
drat this is not always the cltsc. 

Keeping your CiPA up will not 
only make your parents and advisers 
happy, but you will be proud oi 
yourself, Tiust me! 

Here arc a few helpful study tips 
to get you through finals: 

* Take notes and review your 
notes before class, 

* Dedicate a specific time 
and place to study and be 
organized. 

* Find a study group. 

* Don't be afraid to askfor help 


from the professor or faculty: 

* Efont cram for crams Lind 
take every spare moment to 
study. 

* Exercise to relieve stress. 

* Get plenty of rest Lind cat 
properly 

College is supposed to be one of 
die most fun times of your life, but 
don't nriLikc the mistake of waiting 
until its too late to take it seriously 
Listen to your professors, try to 
be alert and learn as much as you 
possibly can. 

Tic rral world Lout there waiting 
ferns, and it is important that we be 
prepared to take what it has to throw 
as us. 
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Textbook costs taking significant 
toll on students and professors 


Justin Glover_ 

Nt?ws fdjftx 

Although textbooks arc not 
always considered a major 
source of student debt, rising 
book prices combined with 
many classes requiring newer, 
more expensive textbooks arc 
causing a significant amount 
of controversy among those 
trying to avoid accumulating 
excess debt. 

In 2014, the College Board 
estimated that students spend 
an average of £1,200 on books 
and supplies per year. In 
addition, the Bureau of Labor 
reported in August that the 
average college textbook price 
lias increased at a rate more 
than triple that ol the inflation 
rate of the U,S. dollar over the 
last decade, having risen by 
more than SO percent in that 
time frame. 

While tuition is commonly 
seen as the primary source 
ol student debt, the cost of 
textbooks and other school 
supplies accounts lor a large 
portion ol debt among college 
students. 

Many universities, 

including UTM, have 
attempted to combat the 
increase in prices by offering 
used book sales and rentals, 
as well as buyback programs; 
however, critics say that these 
programs are not effective 
enough. 

Iji sonic cases, faculty 
members are even taking 
matters into their own 
hands in order to prevent 
their students from having 
to pay what they perceive to 
be unnecessary amounts of 
money for books. One notable 
case occurred in late October 
at California State University 
at Fullerton. There, associate 
mathematics professor 

Alain Bo urge t defied his 
department’s prescribed 
textbook assignment lor one 
of his courses in favor of a 
combination of less expensive 
materials he claimed was just 
as effective while being less 
expensive. The university's 
rebuttal revolved around the 
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Our faculty 
are painfully aware 
of the high prices 
charged for many 
textbooks ... these 
current prices seem 
shocking to many of 
us who have been 
teaching awhile. 

idea that multiple sections 
ol the same course should 
have the same textbook 
assignments. 

This incident begs the 
question whether such a 
situation is likely to occur 
at UTM. Dr. Jerald Ogg, 
Provost and Vice Chancellor 
for Academic Affairs, said 
in an email to The Pacer 
that there is currently no 
university-wide policy in 
place mandating similar 
textbook assignments across 
alt sections or a given course. 
Such decisions, he said, are 
the domain ol the individual 
departments and faculty, who 
make as much of an effort as 
possible to take affordability 
into account when assigning 
textbooks. 

"Our faculty are painfully 
aware of the high prices 
charged for many textbooks 
and have been very aggressive 
in seeking alternatives," said 
Dr, Ogg. 4 ! only spent S300 or 
so tor all ol my undergraduate 
textbooks, so these current 
prices seem shocking to many 
of us who have been teaching 
awh ile." 

Dr. Ogg ill so said that the 
college's departments have 
largely done welt balancing 
affordability with quality 


ol material in their book 
selections. 

"Our IS academic 
departments have largely 
figured out how to balance 
the need for consistency 
across sections of the same 
course with the rights of the 
individual faculty to teach 
classes in ways they deem 
appropriate," said Dr. Ogg. 
"Our live college deans deserve 
tremendous credit lor their 
stewardship of UT Martin's 
academic reputation,' 

The continuous increase in 
textbook prices has caused 
many students to rethink 
buying or renting books 
entirely, potentially resulting 
in a dc clinc in grades. The 
United States Public Interest 
Research Group (PI RG) 
conducted a survey in fall of 
2013 that revealed that 65 
percent ol students surveyed 
did not purchase one or more 
required textbooks as a result 
ol their high price. Ol these 
students, 94 percent expressed 
concern that this decision 
would negatively impact their 
grade. 

Dr, David Caritbers, 
chairman ol the Department 
of English and Modern 
Foreign Languages and an 
associate prolesso-r of English, 
said that he has changed 
textbook assignments in the 
past as a direct result ol their 
price, and that students should 
iiot be forced to spend beyond 
tbeir means for overpriced 
textbooks, 

"Students should not 

have to pay over SI00 lor 
an anthology of stories and 
essays," said Dr. Caritbers, 
"This is just one ol dozens of 
books they arc asked to buy, 
and each department needs to 
keep that in mind.’’ 

While textbooks continue 
to be a necessary Investment 
for college students, an 
increasing emphasis on 

multimedia materials and 

online assignments may 
eventually result in a much 
lessened reliance on print 
materials in many cases. 



Loan deferment, 
repayment options 

The National Student Loan 
Data System [N5LD5] ‘Is the 
U.S. Department of Education’s 
central database lor student 
□id.” According to UTM's Office 
of Financial Aid and Scholarships, 
sludents are able to use the NSLDS* 
website to receive lender contact 
informalion so that they may 
contact their lenders directly with 
questions or concerns. 

For more information , visit 
vvwvv. nslds. ed.gov, 


UTM offers 
Scholarship Aviator 

UTM offers students a service 
known as the Scholarship Aviator. 
The Aviator allows students to enter 
their informalion and be matched 
with all scholarships for which they 
qualify. Students need submit only 
one application to be considered 
far all available scholarships, 
allowing (hem to more easily find 
financial aid where applicable. 

For more information , visit 
w w w.utirt.e du jd e partiri ents/ 
tin aid/. 
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UTM faculty members to travel to Japan 


Sky Ear Freeman 

Assistant A&E Editor 

On Nov. 9, 2015, two 
UTM faculty will travel to 
Hirosaki University in Japan 
as distinguished visiting 
faculty. 

Dr, Ross Dickens and Dr. 
Todd Winters will spend the 
majority of their five-day visit 
speaking on the importance of 
global finance and agriculture. 
The y al so will me e t with a host 
oi international educators and 
business representatives, with 
the end goal of increasing 
the enrollment of students 
between Hirosaki University 
and UTM, 

In 19S0, the late Dr, John 
Eistcrbold, then UTM's 
director of international 
programs, initiated a 
partnership between UTM 
and Hirosaki University. The 
program was finalized by the 
Tennessee Board of Trustees 
in 19S5, and since then the 
institutions have esc hanged 
more than 30 students and 
faculty members. 

Lisa Warren, a UTM 
student and Japanese minor, 
is one of several students 


hoping for a greater emphasis 
on Japanese studies at LTTM. 

"I wish that there was 
more Japanese on campus, 71 
said Warren. "Learning a 
new language has been fun, 
and with the help of Kyoko 
Hammond [a Japanese 
lecturer at UTM], I am fluent 
in the Japanese language. Even 
though the exchange students 
would be mostly used for 
Fi nance and Agriculture, they 
are much more valuable in 
other aspects, especially with 
helping assist in Japanese 
study sessions." 

Dr. Dickens is currently 
a professor of finance and 
the dean of the LIT Martin 
College of Business and 
Global Affairs, while Dr. 
Winters is a professor of 
animal science and is the 
dean of LIT M's College of 
Agriculture and Applied 
Sciences. 

"The chance to work 
with our international 
programs faculty and staff 
to strengthen tics with our 
sister school in Japan is a 
wonderful part of my job and 
the primary professional goal 
of the trip,” said Dr. Dickens 



faculty members from Hirosaki University visit UTM. UTM and Hirosaki University 
have maintained a partnership since 1990. From left: Shoko Yamada. wife of Dr. 
Fumio Yamada: Dr. Fumio Yamada, education instructor at Hirosaki University: 
Amy Penning, Director of UlM f s Office of International Programs and International 
Admissions: Mariko Akibe, education instructor at Hirosaki University; and Dr. Bob 
Smith, UTM interim chance lor. j Photo Credit/University Relations 


in regard to the trips main Organisms (GMOs) in one of several countries that 

purpose, agriculture. Dr. Winters does not grow genetically 

Dr. Winters will lecture said that his topic will be an modified ioods, 

about Genetically Modified interesting one, as Japan is 


Former senator, actor, attorney Fred Thompson, 73, dead 


Laura Crossett 

Assistant News £ ditar 

Former Senator and actor 
Fred Thompson, 75, was 
reported dead on Sunday, 
November 1. 

According to the Thompson 
family's release, his death 
was caused by a recurrence 
of his preexisting struggle 
with lymphoma, alter his first 
diagnosis in 20GH. Thompson 
had recently purchased a house 
in the Nashville area, with hopes 


to return to the state he lived for 
most of bis life, 

Thompsons resume included 
nine years as a LLS, Senator 
representing the state of 
Tennessee, as well as several 
years as an actor and an 
attorney. 

Thompson's first entrance into 
the national spotlight took place 
in July of 19/5, when he scn r cd 
as a deputy" assistant attorney 
for former president Richard 
Nixon in the famous Watergate 
case.Thompson then served as a 


Senator representing Tennessee 
for nine years, beginning in 
1995. He even briefly ran tar 
the office of United States 
President, campaigning as a 
candidate for the Republican 
nomination in 2G0k. 

During time that wasn't 
committed to politics, 
Thompson’s large personality 
drew him to the entertainment 
industry. His acting career 
began with the 1955 film, 
Marie, a historical film about 
the Watergate ease, wherein 


he played himself. Since then, 
he performed in several high- 
profile movies, including Tire 
Hunt tar Red October, Die 
Hard 2 and Sinister, His time 
on the big screen eventually gave 
way to various television roles, 
including a rule as a recurring 
character in the crime drama 
Law & Order, 

Although Thompson lived in 
several places during his life, 
his family believes his life in 
Tennessee shaped him into the 
individual he was. 


"Fred stood on principle and 
common sense, and had a deep 
love for and connection with the 
people across Tennessee whom 
lie had the privilege to serve in 
the United States Senate," the 
family said in a release published 
Sunday, "He enjoyed a hearty 
laugh, a strong handshake, a 
ood cigar, and a healthy dose of 
umility.” 

Fred Thompson's funeral 
has been scheduled for Friday, 
November 6th in Nashville. 


ZPhiB helps March of Dimes 


High school football poses dangers 


Staff Re peril 

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority members 
at LITM will wear purple Nov: 17 
to mark World Prematurity Day 
aid observe the 15th annual Zeta 
ftemsturity Awareiress Program. 

Use observance is part oi 
Zcia's 201 b March of Dimes 
Prematurity Awareness Campaign, 
held throughout Nov:inter. Zeta 
members will visit offices on Nov 17 
to explain why they wear purple and 
the importance of tin: campaign. 

Since the campaign was launched 
Jan. 30,2005, it has made significant 
strides in achieving two goals: first, 
to raise public awareness of the 
problem of prematurity and, second, 
to decrease the rate oi premature 
births in die Unites States. 

The LFTM undetgraduatc chapter. 
Delta Iota, /aid the graduate chapter, 
UpsrIon Gamma Zeta, continue to 
strive for the goals of the March of 
Dimes organization, said Kenya 
Fason-Sawwr, first vice president of 


the graduate chapter aid a LITM 
alumnae, 

"Since its inception, Zeta Plii 
Beta Sorority Inc. has demonstrated 
concern for the community both 
nationally and internationally 
As we celebrate 95 years, we will 
continue to build on oui' legacy 
ol service. We are proud of our 
-40-plus-year partnership with the 
Minch of Dimes and others, such 
as the American Cancer Society St. 
Jude Childrens Research Hospital, 
A ARP aid Women Veterans 
Rock," Fason-Sawyer said. 

The Delta Iota chapter was 
founded at UTM on the principles 
of idiolarslup, service, sisterhood 
and the ideal ot finer womanhood 
TTic national sorority was founded at 
Howard University in 1920. 

For more information on the 
Prematurity Awareness Campaign, 
go to wwwzpl i ib1920, o rg or 
contact Marsha Daws, die UTM 
uidergraduate chapter adviser, at 
marshad#.itm.cdu, 


Brittney Burresi_ 

G oesf Writer 

With the increasing numbers 
of football players getting hurt 
each year, there has been much 
speculation about whether or 
not schools should continue 
to allow having a high school 
football team. 

It is almost impossible to 
attend a high school football 
game without seeing someone 
on the field get hurt, with 
broken bones, ACL tears, 
and the occasional concussion 
being commonplace. Many 
studies have proven that these 
injuries have lasting effects on 
the players and their mental 
health. 

In a recent study on head 
impacts in youth and high 
school football, researchers 
at Wake Forest’s Kinematic 
of Impact Data Set (KIDS) 
attached accelerometers to the 
helmets of high school players 


in order to detect the frequency 
and magnitude of impacts 
the players experienced. The 
tests from before and after 
the football season showed 
that those who experienced 
the greatest Impacts showed 
abnormalities in the white 
matter of their brain. These 
brain changes occurred even 
though none of the players had 
concussions. 

Blake Stigall, Westvicw 
High School football assistant 
offcnsive and defcnaive 1 ine 
coach, believes that the game 
oi football is in a state of 
co n ti nuous i mpro vement. 

"Football has always been 
a dangerous sport, * said 
Stigall. 'But I think, with the 
technology now and the things 
we know about concussions 
and the equipment we use, [it] 
is as safe as it's ever been and 
only getting better." 

According to a study 
conducted by the Institute 


of Medicine, in most eases 
concussion symptoms 

disappear wit b in two weeks. 
However, in 10-20 percent of 
individuals, symptoms may last 
for weeks, months, or possibly 
ye ars. 

"We have several concussion 
protocols in place, such as 
testing student athletes have 
to go through and time frames 
they have to be inactive and 
such,'' said Stigall. "We also 
have the nerver stvlc helmets 
that are better for the kids 
and safer to absorb some of 
the impact from the. hits they 
take.” 

"Football has positive youth 
development, w said Michigan 
S tate U Diversity athlc tic 
trainer Tracey Cowassin, 
'Tt has obviously an exercise 
component, but ivc still need 
to do a lot more in regards to 
educating individuals more 
about concussions,’' 
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Arts & Entertainment 


‘Sesame Street’ adds autistic character 



Kristina Shaw 

Guest Writer 

A new character has 
joined the Sesame Street 
neighborhood and her name is 
Julia, 

Julia h as Autism Spectrum 
Disorder and was developed 
by the Sesame Workshop vis 
part of their initiative, See 
Amazing in All Children. Tire 
goal of" the program is to foster 
awareness of the disorder 
while teaching acceptance 
among children. 

'"I think it's a good thing, 
especially with me being 
in education," said mother 
and University of Tennessee 
at Martin student, Natalie 
McCulloch. "It's nice to show 
kids that not everybody’s 
the same, Most kids watch 
cartoons so 1 think it’s good 
exposure." 

Juii a made her debut in the 
form oi a digital storybook 
called "Were Amazing 12- 
3 \ In the story, she and Elmo 


are playing on the playground 
when another of Elmos 
friends, Abby C a dabby, comes 
along. Elmo explains to Abby 
bow his friend "docs things 
differently” as they all plav 
together throughout the day. 

As the story unfolds, the 
bright eyed rnuppet exhibits 
some of the characteristic 
behavior of a child with 
autism: she daps her arms, 
is sensitive to noise, avoids 
eye contact, and has trouble 
communicating. 

However, there are a wide 
variety of symptoms and the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention has reported 
that 1 in 68 children have been 
diagnosed with ASD. “Autism 
is a ncurodevelopmental 
disorder characterized bv 
problems in three areas: social 
communication, language 
deficits, and something that we 
call stereotypical and repetitive 
be havior o r restricted i ntc rc s ts 
said Martin professor of 
psychology, Denise Connell. 

According to Connell, who 


teaches a course about autism 
in the Spring •and works as 
a consultant with autistic 
children outside of UTM, 
diagnosed kids arc bullied at 
a rate five times that of other 
children. "Primarily were 
talking about kids on the high 
end of the autism spectrum,” 
said the teacher of 13 vears. 
"That's because a lot times, they 
have social communication 


delays where they have poor 
empathy skills or say things 
that offends others without 
meaning to offend them." 

As part of the outreach 
program, Sesame Street 
also provides a vast amount 
of resources concerning 
autism on their website, 
autism.sesajncstrcct.org. 
Tic page contains many 
educational videos spotlighting 


the lives of autistic children 
and their families as they 
carry on day to day activities 
as well as parental advice. It 
also has printable daily routine 
cards which cover topics like 
crossing the street and washing 
your hands. 

Additionally, the organization 
is encouraging the community 
to share its story on social media 
with #See Amazing. 



Adele says ‘Hello’ again to No. 1 


Chelsea Monroe 

Staff Writer 

Adclc captivated the attention 
oi pop culture Friday, Oct. 23, 
when she released a brand new 
single and music video that 
became the number one song 
on the Billboard charts within 
a week, 

After three years of silence 
since her last hit, "Sky fall,” 
and almost iive years since her 
second album, "21,” fans have 
been craving the powerful 
ballads that Adele always 
delivers. The general consensus 
on this release is that she did 
not disappoint. In iact, "Hello” 
received more than 25 million 
views on Vcvo on its release day, 
an outstanding number that 
actually came as no surprise. 

Fortune’s Ben Geier listed 
Adele among the five artists 
who, even in such a free- 
sCreaming music world, can 
actually convince their fans to 
purchase their music. Nestled 
in the same list as Adele was 
Tavlor Swift, Beyonce, Katv 


Perry and Rihanna. 

Many people have been 
talking, tweeting and 
commenting with questions 
like, "How does she do itr" 

This artist is known for 
overall sad music, but why 
do people get so happy when 
they play her songsr Lindsey 
Holmes of the Hujfington Post 
said a 2014 study on emotions 
shows that sad songs actually 
produce positive emotions and 
can be therapeutic. 

"We connect to things when 
they feel personal — and music 
is certainly no exception,” 
Hohnes wrote. "Add this to 
sonic simple braiji science, 
and you have a powerful 
combination: Attaehmcjit and 
repetition." 

So when fans hear her voice 
burst through the speakers, 
it shatters their hearts in a 4- 


minute, 55-sccond memorial 
tribute to all past loves. 

The emotions that Adele 
provokes come straight trojn 
those that she feels while 
writing and performing her 


jnusic. However, don't be 
jnistaken. This song is not a 
preview into a new album full 
of break-up songs about her 
infamous ex from "21.” Adclc 
sat down for an interview with 
i-d Magazine and shared the 
true meaning behind this song. 

"No, it’s not about anyone 
specifically. It's about friends, 
ex-boyfriends, its about myself, 
it's about my family. Its also 
about my fans as w r c!l. I feel like 
everyone thinks I’m so fir away 
and I'm not. Everyone thinks. 1 
live in f-kijtg America, I don't. 
Tie song as about hurting 
someone's feelings but it's ilso 
about trying to stay in touch 
with myself, which sometimes 
can be a little bit bard to do. 
It’s about a yearning for the 
other side oi me. When Fm 
away, I really, really miss mv 
life at home. Tie wav that 1 
feci when Fm not in England, 
is desperation. I cant bieathe 
anywhere else. 

Adele & third studio album, 
“25," wilt be released on Nov. 
20 . 


‘As You Like It’ 
premieres tonight 


Che he ct Monroe 

Staff Writer 

The Vanguard Theatre 
will debut its production of 
Shakespeare's ”As You Like 
It" at f pm. tonight in the 
Harriet Fulton Theatre. 

The production wall play 
through Nov. 7 at 8 p.m. and 
then a finale matinee will 
play on Nov. 8 at 3 p.m. 

"As You Like It," a comedy 
that was first performed in 
the early 1600s, is a well- 
known play with lamous 
notes including Jaqucs 
e Boys' monologue on his 
impression of the world. "All 
the world’s a stage, and all 
the men and women merely 
players; they have their exits 
and their entrances; and one 
man in his time plays many 
parts, his acts being seven 
ages.” 

The Vanguard theater held 
auditions for the play in 
early September, and those 
selected have been anxious 
to bring the Shakespeare 
production to Martin. 

Director Kevin Shell 
guides this story as it follows 


the romantic journey of its 
characters Rosalind (Lauren 
Madd oxj and Orlando 
de Boys (Stephen White) 
through tbeir many trials 
and disguises as they live 
life exiled in the Forest 
of Arden. Celia (Shelby 
Johnson) finds herself in her 
own lover’s turmoil as she 
joins her cousin Rosalind, 
someone she truly loves like 
a sister, in her exile through 
the wilderness. She finds her 
own "true” love in Oliver de 
Boys (Cody Jarman), but of 
course no love is so simple, 
and they too fight through 
disguise and deceit. 

In addition to the rocky 
romance, a viewer can look 
forward to sibling rivalries, 
climatic action scenes and, 
of course, the dry humor 
that is expected in all of 
Shakespeare's comedies. 

Tickets can be can be pre- 
ordered by calling 731-881- 
/400 between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
or by going to the ticket 
booth up to two hours before 
the show-. Ticket prices for 
adults arc 515 and students 
and children are §5. 


Get your ride ready for winter! 


UTM 

Discount! 


A 


AUTO REPAIR 
731 - 587-6001 


“Hcncst Repairs at Henest Prices” 


Monday-Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 200 Tom Smith Road 
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Skyhawks prepare to take 
on No. 13 Eastern Kentucky 


Jared Peckenpaugh 

Sports E d ifo/ 

Hie UTM football team ’will 
travel to Richmond, Kentucky* 
this Saturday to take on Ohio 
Valley Conic re nee foe Eastern 
Kentucky. 

The Skyhawks (5-3, 4-1 
OVC) will look to rebound 
from their 63-28 Eos& last 
Saturday to tbe Arkansas 
Razorbaeks. In that game, 
the deicjisc struggled to slow 
down Arkansas's high powered 
offense, especially running back 
Alex Collins who ran for 173 
yards and five touchdowns. 
Overall, the defense gave up 
591 yards of total offense and 
nine touchdowns. 

However, tbe UTM offense 
put on a great performance 
against the Razorback defense 
tallying 519 yards of total 
offense. Senior quarterback 
Jarod Meal threw for 380 
of those 5f9 yards and also 
threw one touchdown and one 
interception. Three of the four 


UTM touchdowns were scored 
thanks to the running game. 
Trent Garland, Jaimiec Rowe 
and Naiee Ray all managed 
to score one touchdown each 
and run for a combined 118 
yards. Hie UTM offense will 
need another good performance 
this week when they take on 
one of the best defenses in the 
conference in Eastern Kentucky, 
Hie Colonels (5-3, 4-1), who 
are currently ranked No. 13 in 
the FCS, arc also rebounding 
after their tough loss Saturday 
to Jacksonville State. Hie 
Colonels looked good on 
defense trying to shut down the 
cxplos ivc C amccoc k offense, but 
offensively could not spark any 
kind of rally as the Gamecock 
defense held EKU to a season- 
low 175 yards of" total offense. 
Eventually, the Gamecocks 
shutout Eastern Kentucky 34-0, 
Hie Skvhawks have not had 
much success against Eastern 
Kentucky, trailing in the overall 
series 32-2. Hie Skyhawks are 
only I-II when the game is 
played at EKU but the only win 


came back in 2013. 

Even though neither team 
is likely to win the conference 
title, this week's matchup 
between the UTM football 
team and the Eastern Kentucky 
Colonels is a crucial one for 
both teams, especially with 
Football Championship Series 
Playoff implications on the line. 

Ever since the FCS playoff 
system expanded from 20" to 
24 teams back in 2013, the 
OVC has managed to get 
multiple teams into the playoff. 
Currently, bodi the Colonels 
and Skyhawks are tied for third 
in the OVC behind Jacksonville 
State and Eastern Illinois (who 
play each other this weekend). 
The fight is for second place in 
the conference because, most 
likely, the team that finishes 
second will receive an at-largc 
hid in the playoffs. 

Kickoff between the Colonels 
and the Skyhawks is scheduled 
for noon on Saturday at Roy 
Kidd Stadium in Richmond, 
Kentucky. 


Ann Asipan shatters school record to 
win program’s first OVC individual title 


Sports Information 

Hie University of Tennessee 
at Martin cross country team 
competed in the Ohio Valley 
Conference Cross Country 
Championships today at 
Miller Memorial Golf Course 
in Murray, 

Ky. Junior 
Ann Asipan 
shattered the 
program’s 5k 
record cn route 
to winning the 
first individual 
OVC title 
in school 

history and 
being named 
Athlete of the 
Championship. 

Making 
her OVC 
Championship 
debut, Asipan wasted no time 
getting used to tbe new course. 
Hie I ten, Kenya native shattered 
her previous 5k school record bv 
over 41 seconds with a blistering 
time of 17:03,8, which ranked 
as the fastest winning time at 
the OVC Championships since 
2005 and the fiflh-faslcst in 
OVC Championship history, 
Her performance made her the 
first Sky hawk to win the OVC 
Championship and first top-10 
finisher for the program since 
2003 dong with Ail-OVC 
honors. 

Despite only running in three 
meets in her short Skyhawk 
career, Asipan already has the 
three fastest times in school 


history, all of which coming in 
the last three races. With her 
record-breaking time, Asipan 
qualifies as the team's lone 
individual at the NCAA South 
Regiond on Friday, Nov. 13 
hosted by the University of 
Alabama in Tuscaloo sa, .Ala, 


As a team, the Skyhawks 
finished seventh overall,finishing 
ahead of Tennessee Tech, S1UE, 
Austin Peay, Jacksonville State 
and Tennessee State. With tlic 
finish, the Skyhawks posted the 
highest team performance since 
tbe 2009 OVC Championships 
after being picked to finish 10th 
in the yearly prcscason poll. 

Another notable performances 
was the 25 ih place finish bv 
freshman Chantd Wilson with 
a time of 18:36.9. Seniors Abbv 
Frantom and Hay ley Doty also 
concluded their Skyhawk careers 
at the OVC Championships. 

"Ann cruised effortlessly 
today," said UT Martin cross 
country coach Peter Dalton. 


"To take the title and smash the 
school record on the same day 
was inspiring. Even though wc 
arc a little disappointed with the 
final team finish, this is certainly 

J 

a step in the right direction, as 
it was the highest team finish 
since 2009. I’m certain this team 
has the ability 
to achieve 
greatness." 

On the mens 
side, freshman 
Bill Kinyor 
paced tlic team 
with a 43 rd 
place finish. 
His 8k time 
of 26:50.3 led 
all Skyhawks 
for the fifth 
time this 

season, Fellow 
newcomer 
Alvaro Olmos 
finished just three spots behind 
(26:59.1) while Joey DeSantis 
(27:04.9) and Justin Morgan 
(27:12.9) rounded out the pack 
in scoring. 

As a team, the Skyhawks 
finished 10th out of 12 teams, 
while finishing one place ahead 
of last year's finish and the 
preseason rankings, 

"Hie guys stepped up one 
spot from last year, said Dalton. 
"Hie effort was there today, 
but our lack of experience in 
a championship setting was 
telling. Tiie good news is that 
tbe majority of our squad is 
young and will return stronger 

next year." 
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Noon Saturday.. Nov. 7, 2015 
Roy Kidd Stadium, Richmond, Kentucky 
TV: OVC Digital Network 
Radio: 1013 WCMT / WUTM 90.3 



2 p.m. Saturday, Nov 14, 2015 
Hardy Graham Stadium Martin, Tennessee 
TV: ESPN 3/Watch ESPN app 
RacbO. 101.3 WCMT / WUTM 90.3 



7:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9 - Blue Mountain (Exhibition} 
Kathleen and Tom Elam Center, Martin. Tennessee 

7 p.m. Fnday, Nov. 13 - at Oklahoma State 
Gallagher4ba Arena, Stillwater, Oklahoma 

6 p.m. Monday, Nev. 16 - Bethune-Cookman 
Kathleen and Tom Elam Center, Martin, Tennessee 



5:30 p.m. Monday, Nov. 9 - Christian Brothers 
(Exhibition! 

Kathleen and Tom Elam Center, Martin, Tennessee 

lows Hawkeye Classic 
Carjer-Hawkeye Arena, iowa City, loiva 
3:30 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 14 - North Dakota 
1 p.m. Sunday, NDv. 15 - !0wa 

5 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. IE - Arkansas State 
Kathleen anti Tom Elam Center, Martin, Tennessee 



7 p m. Friday, Nov. 6 - at Murray State 
R aser Arena, Murray, Kentucky 

1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 7 - at Austin Peay 
Winfield Dunn Center, Clarksville, Tennessee 

7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 10 - Southeast Missouri 
S kyh arwk F i e idh o u s e, M a rtl n Ten n es s e e 

7 p.m. Friday, Nov. 13 - Tennessee Tech 
SkyhawkFieldhouse, Martin Tennessee 



9 a.m. Friday, Nov. 13 - NCAA.south Region 



Thursday, Nov. 5 - Saturday, Nov. 7 
Southern Arkansas Rodeo 
Story Arena, Magnolia, Arkansas 



Friday, Nov. 13 - at South Dakota State 

DeHaan Equestrian Center, Brookings, South Dakota 
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UTM women’s basketball team prepares for 2015-16 season 



Photo Credit/Sprats knioimation 


Jared Peckempaugh 

Sports Edifor 

The Skyhawk womens 
basketball team will open their 
2015-16 season with a lot of 
the same questions coming in 
that they had to answer last 
year. 

At the beginning of the 
2014-15 season, one of the 
biggest questions going into 
that season was how would 
the Skvhawks play without 
their talented guards Heather 
Butler and Jasmine Newsome, 
That question was answered 
with sophomore forward Ashia 
Jones, who lit up the scoreboard 
night after night and was the 
proven workhorse for the team, 

With Jones, the Sky hawks 
had a very successful season, 
UTM finished 16-0 in OVC 
regular season play and clinched 
the OVC regular-season title. 
The Skyhawks were close to 
clinching their fifth straight 
OVC tournament title, but 
fell short to Tennessee State in 
overtime in the championship 
game. 

However, when it was 
announced that Jones was 
going to transfer to Memphis 


this summer, that question of 
how UTM will play without 
her began to surface once again. 

The Skyhawks may not have 
a big-name star player this 
year who will be the team 
workhorse similar to the way 
Jones was last season, but they 
do have some very talented 


women who are returning this 
season. 

"This is going to be a team 
that depends on each other 
more than any other team that 
we've had." said head coach 
Kevin McMillan, who has a 
120-72 record heading into his 
eighth season as head coach, 


Jessy Ward, Chelsea Roberts, 
Haylcy Howard and Katie 
Schubert are four players that 
the Skyhawks will really need 
to rely on heavily going into 
this season. All four players 
combined averaged 26.5 points 
per game and will need to fill 
the hole left open by Jones, 


who averaged 23.4 points per 
game by herself 

'lhc Skyhawks will also need 
to see improvement from 
their 10 newcomers tills year 
who did not play last year due 
to injury or NCAA transfer 
rules, have just transferred to 
the program, or arc incoming 
freshmen. There will be several 
new faces this season making 
their UTM debuts. 

'lhe Skyhawks, who were 
picked to finish second in the 
co nfcrcncc back at OVC Mcd ia 
Day, will start their season with 
another tough non-conference 
schedule similar to last year 
before the OVC slate begins 
on Jan. 7. 

With all of the questions 
surrounding the Skyhawks 
coming into this season, it 
should be truly interesting to 
sec how this season will sfiapc 

up* 

[lie Skyhawk season will 
begin this Monday when the 
women take on Christian 
Brothers University, TipofF 
is scheduled for 5:30 p.m, at 
the Kathleen and Tom Elam 
Center. 


Schroyer, Skyhawks get ready for year number two 
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Since taking over last season, 
UTM head coach Heath 
Sehroycr led the Skyhawks 
to immediate success and has 
become one of the hottest 
coaches, not only in the OVC, 
but the NCAA as well. 

Last season, Schroyer took 
over a program that finished 
S-23 back in 2Q13-14 and led 
the team to a 21-13 overall 
record in his first season, one 
win shyot tying a UTM school 
record for wins, lhe Skyhawks 
also picked up 1,2 of those 
wins on the road, a new school 
record. 

UTM finished fourth overall 
in the conference and clinched 
a spot in the Ohio Valley 
Conference Tournament, 
where they lost to Morehcad 
State in the quarterfinals. 

Despite the loss, UTM 
managed to clinch a spot 
in the College Insidcr.com 
Tournament and advanced all 
the way to the CIT Final Four 
before losing to eventual CIT 
Champions, the Evansville 
Purple Aces. 

So with year one in the 
books and year two starting 
this month, "the Skyhawks will 


look to improve from last year’s 
impressive season. 

However, one of the biggest 
questions going into the new 
season will be how well the 
Skyhawks will play despite 
losing starters Devi lie Smith 
and Marsbun Newell, who, 
combined, averaged 26.9 points 
per game. 

Luckily, the Skyhawks will 


be returning senior guard Alex 
Anderson, who averaged 12.5 
points per game. Anderson will 
likely be the Skyhawks’ best 
3-point threat this season after 
shooting 48 percent from three 
last season. The Skyhawks 
also return senior forward 
Twymond Howard who was 
second on the team in scoring, 
averaging 13.6 points per game. 


Also returning this year after 
suffering a season-ending ACL 
injury last season is senior 
forward Myles Taylor. Myles 
was granted a medical redstart 
last season when he was injured 
and will now return this season 
to finish out his senior season. 
Before suffering the injury, 
Taylor played in seven games 
and averaged H points per 


game and six rebounds per 
game. 

The Skyhawks also have 
eight newcomers who will play 
their first season for the blue 
and orange. 

"We obviously have very 
lofty goals for ourselves, and 
no one puts more expectations 
on themselves than I do or our 
team,” said coach Schroyer, 
whose Skyhawks were 
predicted to "finish second in 
the OVC West back at OVC 
Media Day. "I think that we 
have a good group, but wc have 
to stay healthy." 

‘"The one thing from last 
year’s team, wc had two senior 
guards who played a lot of 
basketball. So anytime you 
lose senior guards there's going 
to be a little bit of a learning 
curve, but I love the upside of 
this team, I love the character 
and the culture that we have, in 
the program,and 1 think before 
it’s all said and done were 
going to have a good year." 

The UTM season will get 
started this Monday night 
when the Skyhawks face Blue 
Mountain in an exhibition 
match-up. TipofF is scheduled 
for 7i30 p.m. from the Kathleen 
and Tom Elam Center. 






































